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ELECTRICITY PRICES FOR HOUSEHOLDERS 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Today I received within the prescribed time a letter from the member for 
Darling Range calling for debate on the following motion -  

That this house calls on the Premier to honour his commitment not to increase electricity prices for 
householders in this term of government and withdraw the increase in prices for SmartPower and 
NaturalPower customers which are intended to take effect from 1 October 2007. 

This matter appears to me to be in order and, if there are at least five members who will stand in support of the 
matter being discussed, the matter can proceed. 

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Darling Range) [3.10 pm]:  I move - 

That this house calls on the Premier to honour his commitment not to increase electricity prices for 
householders in this term of government and withdraw the increase in prices for SmartPower and 
NaturalPower customers which are intended to take effect from 1 October 2007.   

This issue is important not only in its own right, in relation to the intended increase in electricity prices for some 
domestic customers, but also in a wider context, because it clearly demonstrates two particular characteristics of 
this government.  Those characteristics are, firstly, the government’s attempts on a continuing basis to deceive 
the public about its real intentions and, secondly, the fact that the government more than occasionally acts with a 
significant degree of hypocrisy in its actions compared with what it preaches.  It demonstrates that we have a 
government and a Premier that are driven much more by spin and image than by substance and a genuine interest 
in dealing with the issues in the long-term interests of Western Australians. 

We need to consider a small amount of the history of the electricity industry in Western Australia.  All members 
will recall that it was only two years ago that this place engaged in an extensive debate on legislation that had the 
effect of breaking up, or disaggregating, Western Power into four separate organisations.  That debate followed 
an earlier debate that took place before the last election.  Legislation with the same effect was introduced in 
2003, but at that time the opposition did not support the legislation and it did not pass through both houses of 
Parliament. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  But then you got it passed by the leader. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  In 2005, the opposition made a decision to support that legislation, with reluctance on the part 
of at least some members of the opposition.  Nevertheless, it was supported, with a very important condition.  At 
that time a commitment was both sought by the opposition, and received from the government, that there would 
be no increase in electricity prices for residential or small business customers before the next election; in other 
words, during this term of government.  It is not surprising that the government agreed to that commitment in 
view of the fact that the purpose of the legislation, we were told on many occasions, was to bring about a 
reduction, and not an increase, in electricity prices.  It was interesting that the Deputy Premier and one of the 
former Ministers for Energy interjected a moment ago, because in this house on 20 November 2003, when he 
was the minister trying to get the legislation through, he said, among other things - 

I can guarantee that there will be downward pressure on electricity prices as a result of the reform.  
Downward pressure on prices is what reform is about.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Who was that? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  This is the member for Belmont, the Deputy Premier.  He went on - 
Downward pressure will also be available to householders, who will, in addition, be protected by a price 
cap backed by law. 

That was said back in 2003.  However, perhaps of more relevance is what the current Premier - who was then the 
Minister for Energy - said when the legislation finally passed through both houses of Parliament in 2005.  On 
28 June 2005, in this chamber, he said among other things - 

. . . we are going through a reform process that we anticipate and postulate will lead to lower electricity 
prices and the introduction of competition.  We did not think it was necessary or indeed desirable to 
allow Western Power to increase its tariff at the beginning of that process.  Western Power needs to be 
kept on its mettle and placed under pressure.  That will be achieved in part by the capping of the 
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domestic and small business tariff.  It also provides an assurance for people that they will not be 
adversely affected during what will obviously be a time of change.  I think that that level of assurance 
should be provided now.  I give that guarantee from my point of view and with the support of the party 
and the Premier that there will be no increase in the domestic or small business tariff in the current 
budget period, which is the four-year period to 2009. 

That is a very clear statement from the then Minister for Energy, who is now the Premier, that there would not be 
any increase in electricity prices for householders or small business customers. 

We also need to consider a little more history.  In 1996, the concept of SmartPower was introduced by Western 
Power.  SmartPower provides for differential prices of electricity depending on the time of use of the electricity 
during the day.  The purpose of it is to decrease the demand for peak-load generation, which, of course, is the 
most expensive generation because it requires large amounts of electricity infrastructure for generation that may 
be required for only a few hours a year - most typically during the peak of summer.  The power is used only 
intermittently, and it is much more expensive than that generated at other times.  If we can reduce the demand 
for peak-load generation, that is obviously in everyone’s interests.  That is what SmartPower is about.   

In 1999, the concept of NaturalPower was introduced.  It is no coincidence that both concepts were introduced in 
the time of the previous government.  It happened to be when the member for Cottesloe was the Minister for 
Energy during the time of the previous Liberal-National Party government.  NaturalPower is an option by which 
electricity consumers can elect to pay more for their electricity on the basis that they know that the money will 
be put towards providing additional amounts of renewable energy.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I wonder how many members opposite have signed up. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  It would be very interesting to know how many members on the other side have signed up for 
NaturalPower.  I can see one.  There are certainly more than that on this side; I am aware of that. 

The important point is that those customers who are doing the right thing, either by adjusting the time at which 
they use electricity to try to reduce the need for peak-load generation, or by agreeing to pay more for their 
electricity to support the development of renewable energy, are being punished by this government through the 
price increases that will take effect from 1 October, unless they are withdrawn, as they should be.  What is this 
government doing to support those customers who are doing the right thing by either reducing their electricity 
consumption at peak periods, or by agreeing to sign up for renewable energy?  For SmartPower customers, this 
government is increasing the cost of their electricity by an average of 17 per cent and by up to 25 per cent for 
usage during peak periods.  For NaturalPower customers, this government is increasing the cost of their 
electricity by 8.25 per cent, which is no small increase.   

We need to compare what this government is doing with what was promised by the Premier back in 2005.  I 
have already quoted from Hansard exactly what was said in this chamber on 28 June 2005. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  We have not increased those tariffs. 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The Treasurer has missed the point; he is so silly. 

It was also reiterated in a media statement that was put out on the same day by the then Minister for Energy, now 
the Premier.  I will reiterate what he said by quoting from his media statement - 

“Our existing budget allocations for Western Power are based upon no increase in the tariff during the 
current four-year budget cycle,” he said. 

“In return for its support for our legislation, the Opposition sought a guarantee that tariffs would not go 
up and that the disaggregation process would not lead to increasing prices.   

“While we had no intention of increasing power prices anyway, we are happy to go the extra step and 
make a public commitment now that there will be no increase during this term of government.” 

The government will profess that it is not increasing the general electricity price - the A1 tariff - but where was 
the fine print or exclusion that exempted NaturalPower and SmartPower customers when the commitment was 
made by the Premier back in 2005?  There was none then and there is none now.  That commitment quite clearly 
applied to all householders in Western Australia.  To attempt to argue otherwise is to attempt to mislead the 
people of Western Australia.  It is clearly a broken commitment that was made by the Premier himself.   

The other aspect of this very regrettable decision by the government is that not only is it breaking a clear 
commitment, but also it is decreasing the incentive for customers to take up SmartPower, bearing in mind that 
such customers have to pay up to an extra $615 for a new electricity meter.  One customer who has been a 
SmartPower customer has calculated from his past power bills that there will be a 54 per cent reduction in the 
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benefit available to him as a result of these changes.  The benefit available to him will go down from about 
$50 per account to $23, so that is a 54 per cent reduction.  Therefore, the incentive to take up SmartPower is 
being reduced, and the government is also reducing the incentive for customers to take up NaturalPower - 
renewable energy, in other words - by increasing the cost by 8.25 per cent.  As I said, customers who thought 
they were doing the right thing, either by the wider community or maybe from their own budgeting point of 
view, or both, are being punished by this government in a very selective and unfair way. 
When the Premier and the Minister for Energy respond, they might also like to tell us about what they intend to 
do with increases to the general tariff - that is, the A1 tariff - after the next election.  Obviously, they are trying 
to pretend that they are not putting in place any price increases, because they are not increasing the A1 tariff 
now.  They know that would cause too much political pain.  However, we know from documents that I obtained 
under the freedom of information process last year that in February of last year, the Premier, when he was 
Minister for Energy, instructed Western Power to budget for a four per cent increase in the general tariff after the 
next election.  Therefore, we know that it will go up by at least four per cent.  However, the Premier should tell 
us how much he expects it to be in reality.  Will it be eight per cent like the NaturalPower increase?  Will it be 
17 per cent like the average SmartPower increase?  Will it be 25 per cent like the peak-period SmartPower price 
increase, or will it be something else?  It is time that the government told us what it intends to apply for the 
majority of electricity customers from the day after the next election. 

Mr E.S. Ripper:  Does the opposition have a policy on this matter? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  We have a very clear policy, and that is to keep our commitments.  It was the Liberal Party, 
when it was in government previously, that introduced the SmartPower and the NaturalPower options that are 
still available.  Not only has the public been deceived by the government and by the Premier, but also the 
government is acting completely contrary to its own advertising campaigns that it is funding through the use of 
taxpayers’ money. 
Let us look at a couple of examples of that.  We had the Beat the Peak campaign during summer to encourage 
electricity users to limit their consumption of electricity, in particular to limit the amount of time during which 
they put on the air conditioners in their homes during the peak of summer, so that the peak generation 
requirements would not be impacted upon.  We know that there was the terrible situation in February 2004 when 
this government could not provide enough electricity - the so-called black Wednesday.  It could not provide 
enough electricity in the south west of the state during the height of summer.  Therefore, we had the Beat the 
Peak advertising campaign run by this government only last summer, six months or so ago, at a cost of $800 000 
to the taxpayers of Western Australia.  I can understand that advertising campaign to some extent, because I 
think it is desirable to try to smooth out the demand for electricity generation.  However, the government spent 
$800 000 last summer.  What is it doing now for those customers who are trying to do the right thing?  It is 
increasing the price of electricity used by them and, in particular, increasing the disadvantage to those customers 
compared with the majority of electricity customers.  That shows a breathtaking degree of hypocrisy on the part 
of this government.   

The second and perhaps more significant hypocritical act that this government is engaging in is the spending of 
millions of taxpayers’ dollars to promote the image that this government is interested in climate change, 
interested in reducing carbon emissions and interested in the environment generally.  We now see the so-called 
Act Now for the Future campaign, which is a feel-good advertising exercise by this government using millions 
of taxpayers’ dollars.  The Premier might like to tell us exactly how much is being spent on that advertising 
campaign.  We know that the government is spending about $1 million a week on taxpayer-funded advertising - 
it is about $50 million a year in total.  A substantial amount is feel-good advertising that is not intended to give 
genuine messages or information to people about the issues and what can be done about them.  It is a feel-good 
exercise to make people think that this government is acting with substance, as opposed to acting simply to 
promote its image. 

The Act Now for the Future campaign was announced in a letter signed by the Minister for Climate Change.  
The minister was kind enough to write to me on 13 July 2007; I presume he wrote to all members of Parliament.  
The Minister for Climate Change in his letter announced, among other things, the following - 

The Act Now for the Future advertising campaign and website is part of the Carpenter Government’s 
$101 million Climate Change Action Plan to ensure Western Australia plays its role in reducing 
greenhouse emissions and responding to climate change. 

The letter concludes - 

It is important that we do all we can to protect the environment and reduce greenhouse emissions. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 28 August 2007] 

 p4347h-4361a 
Speaker; Mr John Day; Dr Steve Thomas; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Alan Carpenter; Deputy Speaker; Mr Terry 
Redman; Mr Fran Logan; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr John Kobelke; Mr Colin Barnett; Acting Speaker; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan 

 [4] 

How does that letter fit with the actions - not the talk, but the actions - of this government?  The government is 
decreasing incentives for people who do the right thing and pay for renewable energy and show by their actions 
that they care about these matters; meanwhile, the government is spending millions of taxpayers’ dollars to try to 
convey a feel-good message.  This view is expressed not only in that letter from the Minister for Climate 
Change, but also on the Premier’s own website, from which I have printed off a release headed as follows - 

Alan Carpenter 
The Premier of Western Australia 
Protecting our unique lifestyle and environment 

The document states, among other things - 

The Carpenter Government will invest more than $100million over the next five years on a 
comprehensive climate change package, including a renewable energy target for the South-West 
Interconnected System. 

How does that match up with the government’s actions to increase the price of electricity?  Further, the 
Premier’s website links to a website called Act Now for the Future, which is another part of the feel-good 
exercise by this government.  Looking at the top 10 energy consumption tips listed on this website, can members 
guess the number one tip?  Number one of the top 10 energy usage tips reads - 

Use accredited green power: one of the best ways to reduce your carbon emissions is to sign up to 
electricity from renewable energy sources. 

That spin the government is putting out there contrasts very much with its action in increasing the price of 
electricity for renewable energy customers.  Clearly, this government acts in one way, while it is spending 
millions of taxpayers’ dollars to convey a different message.  This is an act of absolute hypocrisy and absolute 
deception.   

My final point concerns the way these electricity price increases were brought to the attention of the public.  
Were these price increases announced by the Premier?  Were they announced properly by the Minister for 
Energy?  No, they were not.  The increases were snuck out in letters from Synergy to its customers.  As a 
NaturalPower customer, I belatedly received a letter after I had noticed the implied price change on the Synergy 
website.  The opposition was initially contacted by a number of Synergy customers who were very angry to have 
received letters about the proposed increase in the price of SmartPower.  Did the government have the fortitude 
to put out a media statement and take responsibility for this issue, given that these increases had to be approved 
by the government?  Absolutely not.  This is in direct contrast with the actions of the previous government, 
which ensured, at the very least, that such decisions were announced properly by the relevant minister and that 
responsibility for the decisions was taken. 

The only decent thing for this government to do now is to admit that it is wrong, and that it has deceived the 
public of Western Australia and has acted hypocritically, and to retract the proposed price increases.  Otherwise, 
the government will clearly show itself, and the Premier will show himself, to be continually driven by spin, 
image and superficiality, rather than dealing with issues in a substantial way. 

DR S.C. THOMAS (Capel) [3.30 pm]:  This debate highlights the environmental and moral corruption of the 
Carpenter Labor government.  I am sure that it is the first of many of these types of debates we will have.  I am 
sure that because the Premier was listening very intently to the member for Darling Range he can tell us who 
introduced the SmartPower program.  Which side of politics did that?  He might even mention the minister who 
did that.  I am sure also that he could mention the architect of the NaturalPower program and tell us when that 
was introduced, which government was in power, and which minister was responsible for introducing it.  I would 
love to hear him say that. 

I will mention some of the other things that the Premier might like to discuss about the increases in power and 
the disincentives for people to use NaturalPower and SmartPower because of these price increases.  It is very 
interesting that the basic household communities who are trying to do the right thing by moving to alternate 
energy sources through SmartPower, or more importantly from my perspective NaturalPower, will be slugged a 
surcharge increase of between 3c and 4.4c a kilowatt hour.  That does not sound like a lot, but it is a significant 
increase on the current surcharge.  Perhaps when the Premier responds he will tell us which government 
departments might be hit by this rise.  Which government departments pay SmartPower or NaturalPower 
surcharges?  The government will add to the price of power for domestic consumers of electricity in Western 
Australia.  Therefore, I am very interested to know whether the Department of the Premier and Cabinet will have 
to budget for more money to be transferred back to Synergy for the purchase of SmartPower. 
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In case the Premier needs reminding, I have a list of GreenPower users across Australia.  NaturalPower is a 
subsidiary of GreenPower.  A lot of government departments are on the list.  I have printed only the government 
department section.  The Minister for Energy might be keen to know that the New South Wales Department of 
Premier and Cabinet uses GreenPower.  Does the Department of the Premier and Cabinet in Western Australia 
use GreenPower?  That department will contribute to the price rise that the government is inflicting on residents 
and businesses across Western Australia.  Will the government contribute to the increase?  The Minister for 
Energy can answer that in a minute.  I am glad that he is here.  The Victorian Department of Sustainability and 
Environment uses GreenPower.  The minister will be pleased to know that the NSW Department of Energy 
Utilities and Sustainability uses GreenPower.  Does the Minister for Energy’s departments use GreenPower? 

Mr F.M. Logan:  They do. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  We rang a number of Western Australian government departments to find out which 
departments were on the list.  None of the Western Australian government departments is on the list of 
departments that use GreenPower.  Will the minister’s departments pay the increased surcharge of 4.4c? 

Mr F.M. Logan:  The Western Australian Office of Energy uses it. 

Dr S.C. THOMAS:  Will the department pay the increased surcharge of 4.4c?  It will not, because the 
government misled the people of Western Australia.  It did not tell them the truth.  Did the government actually 
intend at the time to keep that promise, or was it one of those non-core promises that the government put in place 
but did not quite intend to keep?  We would like to know. 

These are significant increases for people who probably can least afford to pay them.  The government will not 
be hit by the increase.  The minister is probably using the people who will be hit as a soft target.  Not many 
people are on NaturalPower at the moment and they are a soft target.  It is very easy for the government to 
renege on its promises to those people.  The government will be held to account, and it must be held to account, 
because its environmental credentials are on the line and the government is failing.  This was part of the 
Premier’s statement and various other government statements.  Where are the sustainability and greenhouse gas 
statements?  Where do they mention an increase in the price of renewable energies for domestic consumers?  
What sort of environmental policy would put that in place?  Why would a government say that part of its 
environmental plan for the next couple of years was relative to the base power price that consumers will pay?  
Why would a government say that it will increase the surcharge for renewable energy?  It sounds really 
excellent, does it not?  How does the government intend to provide an incentive for people to use alternative 
energy sources?   

It is an absolute disgrace that the government is not taking seriously either its commitment to the environment or 
its commitment to keeping its own promises.  This is a constant theme of the Carpenter Labor government.  I 
hope it will be fully held to account for its disgraceful record. 

DR J.M. WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [3.35 pm]:  I support this motion.  The first time that people became 
aware of these increases was when they read an article by Robert Taylor in The West Australian in which the 
Premier was reported as saying that he took some convincing to accept the merits of the price rises.  He said that 
Synergy was unable to market the products as the government wanted it to because Synergy was not making 
money.  He said that the programs were loss makers and that the government wanted an increasing number of 
people to access NaturalPower and thus have a beneficial impact on carbon issues.  What a joke!  How can we 
encourage more people to use NaturalPower by putting up the price?  In 2005, 1 200 people were using 100 per 
cent NaturalPower.  That figure has increased to 5 600 people.  The income derived from this increase has risen 
from $368 750 in 2005 to $757 510 in 2007.  Those figures were given to me in response to question on 
notice 2477 that I asked.  We know that there has been an increase in the number of people who are using 
NaturalPower, but what impact will this price increase have?  It has been said previously that this is another of 
the government’s broken promises.  The government said that it would not increase electricity prices.  However, 
the issue is worse than that.  The government’s response to my question on notice was, in part - 

As demand for renewable energy increases and more customers switch to NaturalPower, the overall 
amount of renewable energy in the grid will increase.  While Synergy currently has sufficient renewable 
energy generated to meet existing demand, it will, in order to meet future increased demand, be required 
to increase supply which will in turn lead to increased investment in renewable energy . . .  

Does that mean that by putting up the prices, the government is stopping people from investing in that area and 
therefore the government will not need to provide that extra renewable energy?  Where are the government’s 
credentials?  It created a Minister for Climate Change and yet we have heard nothing from it about climate 
change.  We still have not had a debate in this house on climate change.  When I last raised the issue of climate 
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change, the Minister for Planning asked whether I had NaturalPower.  I did not then but I do now - 100 per cent.  
Does the Premier have NaturalPower? 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  I have lots of it. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Does the Premier use NaturalPower? 

Several members interjected. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  Does the Minister for Police use NaturalPower? 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  What I use at home has absolutely nothing to do with it. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  It does have something to do with it.  It has to do with this government’s statement on 
renewable energy.  This government is not investing enough in renewable energy. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Are we going to have an interrogation of each member of Parliament? 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  There should be an interrogation of members of that side of the house.  We should list 
who uses NaturalPower. 

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Go ahead and do it. 

Dr J.M. WOOLLARD:  This increase is a broken promise and it shows that this government does not have any 
credibility on environmental issues.   

With this increase the government is penalising people who have supported it by taking up NaturalPower.  
Instead of increasing the price of kilowatt usage from 3c to 4.4c, surely it would make more sense to try to 
decrease the price and encourage more people to take up NaturalPower.  This will not help.  People will think 
twice when they see that the government is penalising them for trying to be environmentally friendly.  It 
penalises not only people who are environmentally conscious but also constituents and businesses that are using 
NaturalPower.  I support this motion and I am very disappointed that this is yet another broken promise.   

MR A.J. CARPENTER (Willagee - Premier) [3.40 pm]:  I suppose it could be sufficient for me to say that I 
have fulfilled my commitment, to sit down and for us to get on with the rest of the business of the house.  
However, parliamentary procedures require that I respond to whatever issue it is that members think they have 
raised, although there is no issue.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Where were SmartPower customers excluded from your policy? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Where were they included? 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Madam Deputy Speaker, apart from one lapse, I allowed points from the other side to 
be made without interruption.   

The member for Alfred Cove asked a question that goes to the nub of the issue in hand.  Does the member for 
Alfred Cove believe that her constituents should subsidise her purchase of GreenPower? 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  No. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I thank the member.  That is the answer to that issue.  Not that it is any business of the 
member for Alfred Cove, but yes, I do have NaturalPower, or GreenPower, supplied to my home, and I pay the 
additional money for it.  However, do I expect my next-door neighbour, who earns significantly less than me and 
who is probably unable to afford the GreenPower tariff, to subsidise me because I have made a decision to 
purchase NaturalPower or GreenPower?  What about the member for Capel? 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  You’re missing the point. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, I am not.  This is the point. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order! 

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  Members!  The member for Capel does not want to be talking when I am 
calling for order.  The Premier. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  This is the point.  Do members sitting here and pontificating about this issue expect 
their constituents - who may or may not be accessing GreenPower - to subsidise their choice?   
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Dr S.C. Thomas:  You just said they can’t afford it! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Does the member for Capel - 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  You’ve just made it 50 per cent harder! 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Member for Capel! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Capel is like a naughty schoolboy - energetic, but naughty.   

Dr S.C. Thomas:  You’ve been caught out. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, I have not.  The member for Alfred Cove provided another very telling statistic 
when she said that by 2005, there were approximately 1 200 NaturalPower customers.   

Dr J.M. Woollard:  No, people who were not using 100 per cent. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Okay; how many years had the program been in place?  The member for Alfred Cove 
gave us the statistics.  When did the former minister introduce the program? 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  Climate change has been current for three years - 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The member for Alfred Cove! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  In six years, 1 200 people had taken up the option.  To me, that indicates failure. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members!  The Premier has not been on his feet for very long.  I understand that he 
listened quietly to most of the debate from the opposition.  I suggest that if members seriously want to hear a 
response, they give him a chance to give it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  To me that indicates failure. 

Dr S.C. Thomas interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I call the member for Capel to order for the first time. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Why were the numbers so very small? 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Because you haven’t promoted it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The numbers were small because Western Power and Synergy would not market a 
loss-making product.  Did the member for Alfred Cove think that they would? 

Dr J.M. Woollard:  The environment did not have the prominence - 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  When Synergy came to my office - 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Of course, the concept behind promoting renewable power is not that it be done on a 
subsidised basis; quite the contrary. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Quite the contrary.  It is analogous to the government’s approach to water.  The price 
must reflect the cost of provision, otherwise the market will be distorted and initiatives will fail.  It cannot work 
otherwise.  Of course I was reluctant to accept Synergy’s logic when it said that unless and until it was able to 
charge a higher price for a loss-making product, it would not market the product.  Synergy’s inability - 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Give us the figures to prove that. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have the figures, my friend.  Synergy’s inability to market the product meant that 
no-one would provide the product to Synergy.  Synergy is a retailer, not an energy generator.  No-one will step 
into the market if there is no market to step into.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You don’t even understand the basic - 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, I do. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That is why - 
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Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  You don’t understand the basic concept behind it.  No wonder you agreed. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member for Cottesloe has an unfortunate propensity to believe in his own 
infallibility.  I will leave it at that.  He is often wrong, and he is wrong on this occasion.  He is not always wrong; 
I admit that, but he is on this occasion. 

We gave our commitment that the domestic tariff would not increase - 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  You didn’t say “domestic”. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, we did. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Sorry; you did say “domestic”. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, I did.  I thank the member. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  You said “for domestic customers”.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, the tariff for domestic customers. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The commitment has not been broken, and in fact I think Parliament will end up 
saying, “Well done; you have honoured the commitment.  That is good.  That is democracy.” 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Given the integrity of the members opposite, any vote is possible in here.   
Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  That is democracy. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Look at them!  The back bench is packed with the flotsam of discarded ministers. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  A failed leader on the other side! 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Don’t you speak too soon! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Let us get away from that. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  You lost an election, didn’t you, member for Cottesloe? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Every residential and domestic customer has access to the tariff, which has been and 
will remain frozen until 2009. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I applaud smart metering as a very good initiative, but it has a structural pricing 
problem.  It is possible, under the pricing regime in place for domestic users to put smart metering in place and 
reduce their bills without doing anything. 
Mr J.H.D. Day:  No, it’s not. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is; that is the problem.  It can be done without people having to change their 
consumption patterns.  I applaud smart metering, but the concept behind it is to allow people to change their 
consumption patterns, reduce their bills, reduce the greenhouse effect and reduce carbon emissions.  That is what 
the policy is designed to do.  It is not designed to reduce people’s bills without effecting any change in 
consumption.  The whole idea of smart metering is to allow people to match their consumption to price changes, 
change their consumption and reduce their bill, with a beneficial impact upon the environment.  Why do so few 
people in Western Australia have smart meters?  For the same reason: it is a loss-making program for the energy 
provider. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  What an extraordinary philosophy on renewable energy! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Of course. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members!  Members might like the sound of their voices.  Apparently, today 
they do.  I do not find it terribly amusing when I am in the chair.  If any member particularly wishes to seek an 
interjection from the Premier, they know how to do that.  One at a time would be appreciated, in the appropriate 
manner, and they might just get a response, otherwise I will be calling members to order.  I call the Premier. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 28 August 2007] 

 p4347h-4361a 
Speaker; Mr John Day; Dr Steve Thomas; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Alan Carpenter; Deputy Speaker; Mr Terry 
Redman; Mr Fran Logan; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr John Kobelke; Mr Colin Barnett; Acting Speaker; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan 

 [9] 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  NaturalPower is still more attractively priced than the renewable energy products of 
many eastern states electricity retailers.  The charges and take-up rates for equivalent products in other states are 
significantly higher because the products are marketed hard. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  You just said you’re not going to market them until they’re competitive, didn’t you? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  No, I did not say that. 

Dr S.C. Thomas:  That’s what you said.  Yes, you did. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  The member for Capel should not test my patience. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  He is a naughty schoolboy. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Why don’t you spend $1 million of government advertising promoting renewable energy take-
up rather than just leaving it all to Synergy?  You’re spending $1 million a week on feelgood advertising 
campaigns.  Why don’t you use some of that to actually encourage people to take this up and then Synergy will 
have more income? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Advertising something practical like natural energy makes sense. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I did not want to engage in that little sideshow to the debate but, on the one hand, the 
member for Cottesloe launched into a criticism of the government and its corporations or agencies for not 
marketing their product.  On the other hand, further along the bench, the member for Darling Range launched 
into an attack on what he described as the $1 million a week advertising and marketing campaigns.  It is quite 
difficult to straddle the two sides of that argument without falling down and doing significant damage to oneself.  
The opposition is used to that and that is why it is on that side of the chamber. 

For example, Energy Australia charges 4.68c per unit, AGL charges 5.5c per unit and True Energy charges 5.78c 
per unit.  Allowing NaturalPower to be priced at a level that is commercially attractive to Synergy will allow 
Synergy to promote and market the product more heavily.  Yes, I was sceptical.  I sat down with representatives 
from Synergy and they talked me through it.  I accepted their argument.  It does not breach the commitment 
made in 2005. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Yes, it does. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  There is no reference.  All those customers, including myself and all members on the 
other side and any part of this Parliament who are distressed about having to pay an increased tariff for 
NaturalPower, can simply opt - 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  It’s the principle of it. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  It is the principle.  Customers can simply opt to pay the standard domestic tariff, 
which has not changed and will not change in line with the commitment.  That is it.  There is no breach of the 
commitment. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  If your argument is so defensible, why didn’t you or your minister have the guts to announce 
these increases yourself? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have been in the media.  This is not day one of Pol Pot’s new regime.  I have already 
been in the media talking about this very issue. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Who announced it?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I have been interviewed about it.  Synergy, the retailer, had the right and responsibility 
to announce the changes.  Have I tried to dodge questions about it?  No.  In fact, the very person who was 
referred to earlier asked me why ordinary energy consumers should subsidise people on NaturalPower.  It is a 
very relevant question.   

Dr S.C. Thomas:  Why should you subsidise NaturalPower at all?  Because it’s the only way you’ll get 
NaturalPower.  Let’s talk about your renewable energy.  Tell us you’re not subsidising NaturalPower - 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member does not have an understanding of the issue.   

It might be an anticipation that is not realised but we anticipate that Synergy will begin to market more 
aggressively and successfully the alternative options that are available for people who are seeking to alleviate 
impact on the environment from energy production.  Members may be right - they might not - but that is what I 
anticipate will happen.  As a result of the fact that the retailer of the product is out there trying to sell it, I 
anticipate that more people will buy it.  The hoped for outcome, which is to reduce the impact on the 
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environment of any energy production consumption, will come to pass, just as I hope the changes to the smart 
metering arrangements will have the same effect.  I do not really see the point of putting these sorts of products 
in place if they do not have the effect that we seek to bring about. 

We made a commitment.  I do not think anybody in the chamber seriously believes that the disaggregation of 
Western Power and the changes that came about were not beneficial and the right things to do. 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  One here. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Maybe some do.  Some are unshakeable in their socialist views.  There are some 
unshakeable people.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Where are the price reductions that you and your Deputy Premier promised?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Did we say that there would be downward pressure on pricing? 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  No, you said you’d reduce prices. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Does anybody in this chamber who takes an interest in this issue have any idea of 
what has happened to energy prices in every other part of Australia in the interim?  They have gone up 
dramatically.  There has not been a change.  Until 2009, when that commitment on the domestic price expires, 
there will not be a change.  After that, I anticipate - I have said it publicly on numerous occasions - that we will 
all be paying more for energy. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  How much more do you expect to pay? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I do not know yet but I know that we will be.  I do not think anybody with any shred 
of credibility will say anything other than that.  Input costs have gone up dramatically, fuel costs have gone up 
and labour costs have gone up.  All the costs have gone up.  The drive to more renewable energy, driven by 
concern about climate change, means that energy will become more expensive to produce and consume.  
Subsidising it does not change that fact.  Subsidising it does not make it cheaper; it just shifts the cost burden.  
That is what it does. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  No, it doesn’t.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Yes, it does.  It does not affect the cost of production.  It does not make it cheaper. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It doesn’t compete with coal.  Can’t you get that?  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Coal is not the only energy provider.  There are other issues that have to be taken into 
consideration.  Of course there are.  Is it cheaper than clean coal technology, for example? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Most renewables are.   

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Thank you.  Members cannot sit in their places in the Parliament and pontificate, 
saying that it cannot compete with coal because it can.  It might not be able to compete with dirty coal but 
nobody will allow that form of energy to proliferate in the future.  When I asked whether it is competitive with 
clean coal, the member for Cottesloe said, “Yes, it’s cheaper.” 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Yes, because we don’t have clean coal and we won’t have it for 20 years.  The term “clean 
coal” is a contradiction in terms. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Now we are getting into the domain where the member is starting to show his colours 
and his own credentials about climate change and environmental management.  He does not have any.  Yes, it is 
cheaper to have power generated in the way it was at Muja A and B but we do not think that that is the way to go 
any more.  Members of the broader community agree with us.  They are prepared to pay more because they 
understand the impact of not having cleaner or renewable energy.  It is an impact that they do not want to see on 
their own environment or in the planet in which they live.  The people of Western Australia understand and 
support the drive for renewable energy, and they are prepared to pay more for it, just as they understand all the 
dynamics of the water argument.  They know it, accept it, and are prepared to pay more because they do not wish 
to see the consequences of not doing so.  The alternative to going down the pathway of renewable energy is not 
something that the vast majority of people want to have visited upon them or their children.  They know that if 
they buy more renewable energy, it will be more expensive.  They also know that subsidising it in the way that 
the opposition is innocently suggesting is not the answer.  It cannot work.   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It is not a subsidy; it is a recognition that the cost of renewable energy is higher than fossil 
fuel.  People who want renewable energy must pay more.  That is why NaturalPower was introduced.  Your 
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argument about subsidies is a complete misunderstanding of what NaturalPower is about.  Go back and read the 
press release of 1996.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The member is stopping one step short of the final conclusion; that is, that it must be 
paid for.  The current pricing arrangement means that people are not paying for it, so no-one will promote it and 
therefore no-one will buy it.  I spoke to 400 senior Western Australian businesspeople about this issue and asked 
people who had GreenPower or NaturalPower in their own homes to raise their hands.  Only two people did so; 
they were members of Parliament.  The entire audience, who would have been thought to be the cognoscenti -  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  That is because you’ve done nothing to promote it.  

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  Exactly; the member is getting closer.  They had not embraced NaturalPower or 
GreenPower in their own homes, and many of them had not even heard of it.  When I was asked about this issue 
by journalists a Sunday or two ago, I asked them the same question.  None of them were NaturalPower 
customers, and some of them had never even heard of it.  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  What incentive were you giving? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  This is the incentive, because it makes it cost effective for the retailers, so they will 
therefore be able to promote the product.  The same thing is happening as is happening in every other state, and I 
anticipate that we will see the same rates of take-up in Western Australia that have been seen in the other states - 
even more so.  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Will this increase the price of power to the Water Corporation? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  The Water Corporation can answer that question itself.  The member for Darling range 
should go back to the basic proposition.  

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, member for Darling Range! 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  I think the member for Alfred Cove understands what I am talking about now.  She 
may not agree with me, but she understands it.  I went through the same process that she has gone through - from 
disbelief, to scepticism, to reluctant acceptance, to belief and a preparedness to advocate on behalf of that 
position.  I expect the member for Alfred Cove to be quoted in the local newspaper advocating this change by the 
end of the week.  She is deeply committed to the environment, and she would not want to see the generation of 
renewable energy stymied by government policies.  Can I give the member for Darling Range a bit of advice? 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Members, Hansard is trying to report; can we please show some respect. 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER:  All approaches and descriptions of politics and tactics have their time.  The notion of 
spin is a little bit dated already.  It has been thick in the air since about the second year of Tony Blair’s regime.  
It came to Australia later, but it is a bit tiresome now.  The basic proposition put by the member for Darling 
Range - that I have reneged on a commitment given in this chamber directly to the Leader of the National Party 
that the domestic tariff would not increase - is untrue; I have not reneged on that commitment.  Every single 
householder in Western Australia who so chooses can access the standard domestic tariff, which has not 
increased and will not increase until 2009 - the budget cycle I described in the second reading speech when the 
bill was introduced.  

MR D.T. REDMAN (Stirling) [4.05 pm]:  I refer the house back to the debate on the break-up of Western 
Power.  The Nationals opposed the break-up of Western Power, and basically ran two arguments.  The first was 
on the issue of power costs, and we supported the call from the Liberal opposition for an undertaking from the 
government on that.  I support the proposition that the government is in breach of that commitment.  The other 
issue was the commitment to regional networks.  On those two issues, we opposed the break-up.   

It appears that the chooks have come home to roost, and there are clearly some concerns about the change in the 
position of the government on SmartPower and NaturalPower charges.  One of my constituents has gone to great 
lengths to highlight the difference between the past tariff savings made on his Synergy bill and the situation 
under the new regime.  Over a period of two years and nine months, this change has reduced by $500 the saving 
that he would have made by being on SmartPower.  His old bill would have created a saving of $868, and now 
that is down to $374 over two years and nine months, based on the changes made by the government.   

Mr A.J. Carpenter:  Are you referring to the savings? 
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Mr D.T. REDMAN:  Yes; the savings on his bill.  He is quite rightly concerned about the fact that he is doing 
the right thing.  I believe he is making behavioural changes.  I do not agree with the Premier about the 
SmartPower arrangements not leading to behaviour changes.  They certainly do, and my constituent is making 
the appropriate changes to reap the benefits from SmartPower.   

I will also very quickly highlight the regional benefits.  In question time today we were talking about capacity 
limits in certain areas in my electorate.  Making a change to smart meters or SmartPower will take the peaks off 
the demand and have an impact on how power might be supplied to those areas.  We know that that is the most 
expensive bit, and it is even more expensive in regional areas, as has been highlighted by the minister.  There are 
significant benefits from SmartPower and smart meters, and the Nationals would like to see support from the 
government for the rollout of those meters in regional areas. 

Consumers have already paid for this in the break-up of Western Power.  It made a profit, prior to the change, of 
some $200 million, and we now know the outcomes for the four entities.  They are significantly less than that 
figure; in fact, they are in the negative.  Now the government is hitting out at the very people who least need it, 
and those who are doing the right thing by moving to SmartPower in regional areas to take the peaks off those 
high demand times.  That is a darned shame, and in this case it is costing one person $500 over a two-and-three-
quarter-year period.  That is not right.  

Amendment to Motion 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Energy) [4.08 pm]:  I move - 

To delete all words after “house” and substitute the following - 

acknowledges that the Premier has honoured his commitment on electricity prices not to 
increase the domestic or small business tariff in this term of government. 

We have heard an awful lot about spin in this debate so far.  The spin that the member for Darling range is 
referring to is actually coming from him.  He refers to statements made in this house by the former Minister for 
Energy in debate on the bills for the disaggregation of Western Power, and twists the commitment that was 
given.  

Mr J.H.D. Day:  How am I twisting it? 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  If the member listens, I will tell him.  He twists the words about the commitment not to 
increase tariffs by referring to the term “householders”.  He knows, because he spoke on the bills, and other 
members opposite who spoke on the bills also know, what the opposition was asking of the government.  The 
opposition wanted tariffs frozen.  There are 800 000 customers out there who still pay 13.94c per kilowatt hour.  
In accordance with what the member for Darling Range and the member for Cottesloe asked of the government 
in making their commitment to support the bill, that has not changed.  Let us get this absolutely right.  

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mrs J. Hughes):  Order! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Members opposite should not come in here and put spin on what they requested of the 
government of the day.  They said that, in return for their support of the government’s 2005 bill, they wanted A1 
tariffs and tariffs to small businesses to be frozen, and that was done.  That commitment remains; it has not 
changed, and it will remain until July 2009, as was asked for and as was delivered.  What members opposite are 
talking about are two products. 

Point of Order 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Madam Acting Speaker, I draw your attention to the amendment to this motion that the 
member has moved.  I believe that it could very well negate the motion before the house.  The motion before the 
house states in part -  

calls on the Premier to honour his commitment not to increase electricity prices . . .  

However, the amendment’s wording is to the contrary.  It states in part - 

acknowledges that the Premier has honoured . . .  

It is therefore seeking to negate the motion.  I ask, Madam Acting Speaker, that you rule this amendment out of 
order; it is disgraceful.  
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Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  I state for your consideration, Madam Acting Speaker, that there is no basis whatsoever 
for the point of order.  The initial motion was calling for something to happen.  The amendment seeks 
recognition that it is happening.  That is not a direct negative and there is no basis on which that point of order 
has any standing at all.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT:  The point made by the member for Hillarys is exactly right.  The motion moved by the 
member for Darling Range indicates that the Premier did not honour his commitment.  The government’s 
amendment, which seeks to acknowledge that the Premier has honoured it, is clearly negating the motion.  If this 
government cannot even get an amendment right, it is not up to you, Madam Speaker, to protect the government 
or correct the opposition on it.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Member for Cottesloe, we will not debate the matter.  We have looked at this 
amendment and find it to be in order.  The Minister for Energy has the call. 

Debate Resumed 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker - 

Point of Order 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Madam Acting Speaker, the member for Murdoch is audibly challenging your ruling on that.  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  We do hope not.  

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I heard him utter the words “that’s a joke” when you made your ruling, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  It is not a point of order at this time.  If I should hear such words, I will take care of 
the matter then.  Thank you, member. 

Debate Resumed 

Several members interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Let us get back to what the criticism is.  The criticism is about the decision made by 
Synergy, with the government’s support, to increase prices for NaturalPower and SmartPower.  They are two 
products marketed by synergy.  

Dr S.C. Thomas:  Are they domestic tariffs?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  They are two products that customers can choose to purchase.  They are normal products in 
the market place.  Household tariffs do not apply.  

Dr S.C. Thomas:  Do domestic tariffs?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Household tariffs do not apply.  The member for Capel has a problem hearing.  Household 
tariffs do not apply.  Household tariffs under A1 have not gone up.  

Several members interjected.  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  The two products that are offered by Synergy have increased in price.  The reason for that is 
exactly what the Premier indicated.  They are, basically, products that are subsidised to the user because, as the 
member for Cottesloe has already indicated in this chamber, renewable power costs a significant amount of 
money.  It costs approximately four times the price of normal fossil fuel power.  

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Cottesloe! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  That is being sold through NaturalPower and SmartPower at a rate that is less than the A1 
household tariff.  The criticism made by members opposite is interesting.  To illustrate how successful his 
initiative has been, since the member for Cottesloe bravely introduced these products into the market place, out 
of 800 000 customers, 15 000 customers decided to opt for it.  

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
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The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Cottesloe!  The member for Cottesloe is totally disregarding the 
Chair and I ask him to please respect the Chair.  

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Fifteen thousand customers have opted to pick this up.  The criticism being made by the 
opposition is about why we have not marketed SmartPower and NaturalPower more strongly.  Where were those 
members last year?  All members opposite read the papers and they watch TV.  Did they not see the 
advertisements for NaturalPower and SmartPower throughout last year?  They were the ones who were calling 
on us to advertise them.  

Mr J.H.D. Day interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Darling Range! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  They were advertised.   

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  Despite that, our total take-up rate is 15 000.  

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order, member for Cottesloe! 

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  We have heard a lot from the member for Capel.  He seems to know an awful lot about 
energy.  Can he tell me the current off-peak price for electricity if SmartPower is being used?   

Dr S.C. Thomas:  The question that needs to be answered is: are SmartPower and NaturalPower domestic 
tariffs?   

Mr F.M. LOGAN:  He does not know.  As with most matters, he speaks first and thinks later.  The price for off-
peak power and SmartPower is 7.22c per kilowatt hour.  During the weekend shoulder periods, it is 11.32c per 
kilowatt hour after the price increases, and it is normally 14.92c under the A1 tariff.  This price increase is about 
changing behaviour, and we are going to do that.  

MR D.F. BARRON-SULLIVAN (Leschenault) [4.17 pm]:  No wonder the Premier did not take my 
interjection earlier.  For members’ information, the actual deal - I will call it a deal - was struck between the now 
Premier and me over the telephone while the now Premier was overseas.  Presumably, he later called his minister 
into line and said, “This is what we are doing; we need to get this legislation through.”  As the now Premier was 
overseas, the deal was very simple.  There were three aspects to the matter we discussed.  However, the one that 
matters today in this debate is as follows.  I simply put to the now Premier at that time that, if the Liberal Party 
was to support this legislation, it would be necessary for a firm commitment from the government to be given 
that no price increase would occur through the whole of the next tariff period; that is, up to some time in 2009 
for the non-contestable market.  No categories were mentioned.  It was the non-contestable market.  That is what 
the commitment was and that is what I clearly reiterated in the Parliament, and the now Premier did not disagree 
with that whatsoever at that time.  That is what the Premier’s word is worth.  He gave a commitment over the 
phone for the people of Western Australia and he broke that commitment.  He committed to not increasing prices 
in the non-contestable market across the board - to everyone - for SmartPower purchased by householders and 
small businesses.  I explained on the telephone to the Premier why we wanted that commitment, and I got that 
firm commitment.  I will tell members that right now.  I will say so outside, without parliamentary privilege, or 
wherever members want me to.  That is the commitment I got on behalf of the Liberal Party and on behalf of the 
people of Western Australia, and the Premier has reneged on his commitment.   

Amendment (deletion of words) put and a division taken with the following result - 
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Speaker; Mr John Day; Dr Steve Thomas; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Alan Carpenter; Deputy Speaker; Mr Terry 
Redman; Mr Fran Logan; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr John Kobelke; Mr Colin Barnett; Acting Speaker; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan 

 [15] 

Ayes (27) 

Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr F.M. Logan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr P. Papalia Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts  

Noes (21) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Dr K.D. Hames Mr D.T. Redman Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr A.J. Simpson Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr M.J. Birney Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr S.C. Thomas Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker  

            

Pairs 

 Mrs C.A. Martin Mr G. Snook 
 Mr P.W. Andrews Mr G.M. Castrilli 

Independent Pair 

Dr E. Constable 

Amendment thus passed. 

Amendment (insertion of words) put and a division taken with the following result - 

Ayes (27) 

Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr F.M. Logan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr P. Papalia Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts  

Noes (21) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Dr K.D. Hames Mr D.T. Redman Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr A.J. Simpson Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr M.J. Birney Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr S.C. Thomas Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker  

            

Pairs 

 Mrs C.A. Martin Mr G. Snook 
 Mr P.W. Andrews Mr G.M. Castrilli 

Independent Pair 

Dr E. Constable 

Amendment thus passed. 

Motion, as Amended 

Question put and a division taken with the following result - 
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Speaker; Mr John Day; Dr Steve Thomas; Dr Janet Woollard; Mr Alan Carpenter; Deputy Speaker; Mr Terry 
Redman; Mr Fran Logan; Mr Rob Johnson; Mr John Kobelke; Mr Colin Barnett; Acting Speaker; Mr Tony 

McRae; Mr Dan Barron-Sullivan 

 [16] 

Ayes (27) 

Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr F.M. Logan Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr P. Papalia Mr D.A. Templeman 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr J.A. McGinty Mr J.R. Quigley Mr P.B. Watson 
Mrs D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mr J.N. Hyde Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr R.C. Kucera Mr M.P. Murray Mrs M.H. Roberts  

Noes (21) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Dr K.D. Hames Mr D.T. Redman Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr A.J. Simpson Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr M.J. Birney Dr G.G. Jacobs Dr S.C. Thomas Mr T.R. Sprigg (Teller) 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.F. Johnson Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr J.E. McGrath Mr T.K. Waldron  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr P.D. Omodei Ms S.E. Walker  

            

Pairs 

 Mrs C.A. Martin Mr G. Snook 
 Mr P.W. Andrews Mr G.M. Castrilli 

Independent Pair 

Dr E. Constable 

Question thus passed. 
 


